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I hereby certify that this paper (along with any referred to as being attached or enclosed) is 
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Arlington, VA 22313-1450. 
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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Under 37 CFR 1.97 

This Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement is filed to report references 
that have come to the attention of the applicant through a foreign search report and is 
being filed before the mailing of a first Office action after the filing of a Request for 

Continued Examination (RCE). 37 CFR §1. 97(b)(4). Therefore, it is not believed that 

any fee is due. However, if it is determined that a fee is due, please charge to the 
deposit account of 150450. 

The filing of this Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement shall not be 

construed as a representation that a search has been made (37 CFR §1. 56(g)), an 

admission that the information cited is, or is considered to be, material to patentability 
or that no other material information exists. 

The filing of this Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement shall not be 
construed as an admission against interest in any manner. Notice of January 9, 1992, 
1135 0.G. 13, at 25. 

This Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement is made to comply with the 


Akron - 79699.1 


# 


duty of candor imposed on all individuals associated with the filing or prosecution of this 
application, as defined by 37 CFR §1. 56(c). 

One (1) U.S. patent and two (2) foreign patent document are listed on the 
attached one (1 ) sheet of Form PTO/SB/08A which is made a part hereof. A copy of 
each is enclosed. Also enclosed, but not listed on the form, is a copy of a search report 
dated July 31, 2003 from the European Patent Office on application 01250351.2, which 
claims priority from the same German application from which this US application claims 
priority. 

The foreign patent document, References BA and BB are in English. 

The foregoing Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement is based upon the 
information known to the inventor or contained in the undersigned agent's file as of the 
filing date of this statement and is inclusive of the best information known to each of the 
undersigned at that date. Prompt consideration of the Supplemental Information 
Disclosure Statement and the references by the Examiner is earnestly requested. 
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